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See MESSAGE, page 2

Rev. Scott Sailer
District President 

The Church can still play 
a huge role in the lives of 
those on the outside, but 

how do we proceed in reach-
ing them? And reach them we 
must! For people are lost for 
eternity unless they get to know 
Jesus as their Savior.

The local congregation, for-
tunately, has the tools to reach them 
via God’s Word and the Sacraments of 
Baptism and the Lord’s Supper. And 
each of us, as members of the Body of 
Christ, is to let our “light shine before 
others, so that they may see (our) good 

‘Reach them we must’

Connecting with the
UNCHURCHED

works and give glory to (our) 
Father who is in heaven”  
(Matt. 5:14-16).

But what if the people around us 
just don’t care? What if they have 
everything they need — in terms 
of food, clothing, shelter and all 
the other necessities — so that 

they don’t see the need for God? What 
if they don’t regard the truth of God’s 
Word as truth they need?

More and more, that is the culture we 
live in. It is a skeptical culture, ambiva-
lent about the very concept of truth.

Now, I realize that we in South Dako-
ta have the great benefit of living in a 
fairly “churched” environment, a place 
where God’s Word is still esteemed 
highly by many, where many folks are 
“salt of the earth” people who love and 
honor the Lord. And yet it’s also true 
that many people around us are leery of 
the Christian Church. How do we reach 
them? (And reach them we must!)

It’s interesting what a church in 
Norway did to begin connecting with 
people like this. Only 3 percent of Nor-
wegians attend church regularly. Nor-

We know what 
Jesus did. He 
engaged in 
conversations with 
people. He went into 
‘unclean’ places to 
seek and to save the 
lost. … God cares 
for the skeptics and 
for those ambivalent 
about Him and His 
truth. 
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ACCEPTED
▶  Rev. David Knefelkamp, Zion/First En-

glish, White/Aurora, accepted a call from 
St. Peter/St. Paul, Osseo/Whitehall, Wis. , 
Nov. 17.

▶  Rev. Martin Herzberg, Zion, Lahoma, 
Okla., accepted a call from Our Savior/
Trinity, Wilmot/Corona, Dec. 8.

DECLINED
▶  Rev. Christopher Ascher, Resurrection, 

Sioux Falls, declined a call from Holy 
Cross, St. Cloud, Minn., Nov. 22. 

PENDING
▶  Rev. Thomas Christopher, St. Martin/

Trinity/St. John, Alexandria/Spencer/Em-
ery, received a call from Trinity, Ironwood, 
Mich., Nov. 17.

▶  Rev. Daniel Grimmer, Zion, Mitchell, 
received a call from St. Paul, Spearfish, 
Nov. 24.

VACANCIES 
▶  Centerville/Hurley, First English/Zion
▶  Brandon, Blessed Redeemer (associate)
▶  Corona/Wilmot, Trinity/Our Savior’s
▶  Hill City/Custer, Our Savior’s/Our  

Redeemer
▶  Leola, St. Paul
▶  Menno/Scotland, Immanuel/St. Paul
▶  Onida/Blunt/Harrold, Holy Cross/Trinity/ 

Immanuel
▶  Sioux Falls, Faith (associate)
▶  Sioux Falls, Zion (associate)
▶  Spearfish, St. Paul
▶  Tea, Risen Savior
▶  White/Aurora, Zion/First English

Call  
Information

wegians, by and large, regard the Bible 
as an important book of their heritage, 
but not as God’s life-giving Word. They 
are, by and large, a prosperous people 
who don’t feel the need to involve them-
selves in churchly things. Life is just fine 
the way it is. 

The Mjondalen Seventh Day Adventist 
Church, located about 50 kilometers 
from Oslo, wants to reach these people 
anyway. They believe it’s what Jesus 
wants them to do. This church knows 
that people won’t just be drawn to them 
as those who have the Word of God, be-
cause, again, God’s Word is not regarded 
as important to most of their neighbors.

This church knows that these folks still 
need Jesus and His forgiveness. They 
know that the Scriptures have immea-
surable value. But they understand that 
what we offer must have perceived value 
in the eye of the receiver before it will be 
appreciated.

So what have these Christians done? 
They have gotten to know their neigh-
bors. They have hosted seminars in their 
church on topics like nutrition and per-
sonal finances. They do offer studies on 
biblical topics, too. People outside the 
congregation have been coming to these 
seminars, and the people of the Mjon-
dalen church have gotten to know these 
“outsiders,” treating them like friends.

The Mjondalen Christians know that, 
as good as life is in Norway for most 
people, there is still an occasional crack 
in the utopian facade. There are cracks 
that inevitably appear in one’s personal 

Me into the world, I have sent them 
into the world.” — John 17:15-18

God cares for the skeptics and for those 
ambivalent about Him and His truth. 
How will we get to know them and fill 
in the cracks of their facades with the 
Gospel? How will you?

Your servant in Christ,
Pastor Scott Sailer
“Not ashamed of the Gospel”  
Rom. 1:16; 16:25-27

Send submissions for the 
district supplement to:
Vonda Sturzenbecher
▶  vsturzenbecher@yahoo.com
▶  8605 Woodland Dr.;  

Black Hawk, SD 57718
The deadline for the March issue is  
Jan. 15. 

life — family discord or sickness comes 
at some point to each of us. There can 
also be a sense of isolation — a longing 
for authentic community in a world 
where technology and affluence are 
transforming the way people interact 
with one another. They can offer com-
munity and people who care — and a 
Savior who cares. 

Many in South Dakota are like the folks 
in Norway. There are cracks in their 
utopian facades, too. How will we serve 
them?

We know what Jesus did. He engaged in 
conversations with people. He went into 
“unclean” places to seek and to save the 
lost. He even prayed to His Father about 
how His followers should do the same: 

“ My prayer is not that You take them 
out of the world but that You protect 
them from the evil one. … As you sent 
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St. Paul’s, Aberdeen, hosted 
an Ongoing Ambassadors For 
Christ (OAFC) weekend event in 
November. Attending were seven 
youth and one adult from Emanu-
el, Milbank, and one youth and 
four adults from St. Paul’s. 

After learning various witness-
ing methods for sharing their 
faith, four teams went out and 
canvassed the neighborhoods 
surrounding St. Paul’s. They talk-
ed to 42 people and left Gospel 
literature at another 99 homes. 
The Lord blessed these labors 
with one individual requesting a 
follow-up pastoral visit.

Rev. Tim Koch, pastor of Eman-
uel, Milbank, is aggressively 
looking to organize one OAFC 
weekend to be held every month 
beginning in September and 
going through April 2021. If he 

reaches out to you, please be open 
to hosting an OAFC weekend in 
your congregation. 

If your congregation is interested 
in hosting an OAFC weekend, 
please reach out to Pastor Koch 
at revtimkoch@gmail.com or 
605-216-6849. Do not let a fear of 
minimal congregational partici-
pation scare you away from reach-
ing out. If you don’t have youth 
to help, you do have a community 
and congregation that is needed 
as a staging ground for Gospel 
work. Thank you.

The next OAFC weekend is 
scheduled for Saturday, April 18, 
at Emanuel, Milbank. All South 
Dakota District congregations are 
invited to send youth (6th–12th 
grade) to participate. The event 
starts at 9 a.m. and concludes at 7 
p.m. All meals are provided.  

Farewell ... and welcome!
On July 28, the dual 
parish of Zion, Hurley, 
and First English Cen-
terville, bid farewell 
to Rev. Jesse Davis, 
who is now serving 
as pastor of Faith, 
Minneapolis. He is 
pictured at left with 
his wife, Brenna, and 
their son, Emmit. 

The congregations 
also said hello to, 
pictured at right, Rev. 
Paul and AnnaMae 
Warnier of Alcestor. 
Pastor Warnier will 
serve during the dual 
parish’s vacancy.

OAFC events offer 
help in witnessing
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I was looking 
at the LWML 
website to 

check out the 
Christian Life 
Committee’s 
reSOURCEs for 
Planning Pro-
grams. The theme 
for January 2020 
is “Balancing 
Act.” Whoa, does 
that hit home to you like it does to me? 
Some weeks it feels like I could join the 
circus with the balancing acts I do with 
my time. Past LMWL President Gloria 
Edwards addresses this so well in the 
devotion she wrote for the theme:

“So, whether you eat or drink, or what-
ever you do, do all to the glory of God” 
(1 Cor. 10:31).

An email arrives. “Can you bring cook-
ies or other nibbles to the coffee hour 
next Sunday?” 

A text message dings. “Could you help 
out by taking my son to soccer prac-
tice? I have a dentist appointment.” 

The phone rings. “We need volunteers 
to canvass your neighborhood some-
time in the next two weeks. We need 
donations for the homeless shelter.” 

Your calendar is already full. After 
all, you do have your own husband 
and children (or grandchildren) to 
take care of. It’s your turn to lead this 
week’s women’s Bible study. You’ve 
promised a good friend to help her 
pick out new furniture for her den. 
Your family wants to see that new 
movie this weekend. Then there’s your 
own appointment to get that needed 
haircut. What’s more, you promised 
yourself that you would go for a walk 
at least every other day! 

How can you manage all of this? After 

Balancing 
act

Lisa Asmus
LWML South Dakota 
District President

all, there is not a single item on that 
list that is wrong or wasteful. Can you 
make more hours or more days to 
accomplish it all? Of course not! God 
gives each of us 24 hours each day and 
seven days each week. How then can 
you balance all that is required? 

Take a deep breath. Ask for God to fill 
you with calmness and peace. Recall 
Ps. 37:7a: “Be still before the Lord and 
wait patiently for him.” 

Ask yourself if you have taken the 
time to be quiet before Him. Have 

With love from Lisa you read and meditated on His Word? 
Have you talked to God about your 

choices, your time, and your 
activities? The Holy Spirit leads 
us to make our top priority time 
in God’s Word and in prayer. The 
guidance God graciously gives 
us through His Word helps us to 
balance our busy lives so that 
we might live according to His 
will. God promises us that we 
can do all things through him 
[Christ] who strengthens us 
(Phil. 4:13). 

Let your decisions, your prior-
ities, your yes and your no be 
guided by God’s will for you. 
May all that we do bring glory 
to God. 

Prayer: Dear Father, thank 
You for caring for all of Your 

children. We are thankful that our 
lives are filled with family, friends and 
opportunities, and that the skills given 
by You are needed by others as we serve 
them in love. Give us Your guidance 
as we prioritize our time. Give us the 
wisdom to seek Your will in all that we 
do. We ask this in the name of Jesus, 
our Savior. Amen.

In this new year, I pray that your time 
decisions and priorities are guided by 
God’s love and …“whatever you do, do it 
all to the glory of God” (1 Cor. 10:31b).

The 2020 LWML Prayer Service will be available for free  
download at lwml.org/ prayer-service beginning Jan. 2. 
Written by Rev. Allen D. Anderson, past Rocky Mountain District president, 
the prayer service will help us take time to reflect on His love for us, our love 
for Him, and how the fruit we bear is a result of living in His love. The Prayer 
Service is designed to be used at any time, by large or small groups.

 

2020  
Prayer Service
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COUNSELOR’S 
CORNER

Another year comes to an end. For 
some, it was a year of great success and 
great joys. For others, it was a year of 
tremendous hardship and sorrow. The 
end of the year gives us a chance to 
reflect in thankfulness on the blessings 
that God has given us, but also to reflect 
on our sins and failures, and God’s great 
and abundant mercy toward us.

We also now look forward to a new year. 
With each new year, there is a sense 
of anticipation, but perhaps also fear. 
What will the new year hold for me? 
What challenges and triumphs will I 
have this year? 

Every year, the answer to those questions is the same: Only 
God knows. Will my business be profitable this year? Only 
God knows. Will my kids do well in school? Only God 
knows. Will my health be good this year? Only God knows.

Only God knows what 2020 will hold for you. For some of 
us, it will be a year of tremendous joys. For others, it will 
be a year of painful crosses. For many of us, it will probably 
be many of both. For some of us, this may be our final year 
before we meet our Lord face to face in heaven. What will 
2020 hold for the LWML, for the South Dakota District, or 
for your society and zone? Only God knows. We simply don’t 
know what the future will be. Only God knows.

But we do know that God holds the future for us. Whatever 
crosses and trials you may face this year, you will not face 
them alone. Our gracious Savior will be with you this year. In 
fact, St. Paul shares these amazing words of comfort and joy:

“ And we know that for those who love God all things work 
together for good, for those who are called according to his 
purpose.”  
— Rom. 8:28

Because you are in Christ Jesus, called according to His pur-
pose in Baptism and made a new creation in Him, you love 
Him. God promises that He will work everything in your life 
for your ultimate blessing and good in Jesus. 

So whatever 2020 may hold for you, your family or the 
LWML, know that God will work all of these things together 
for your good. He will be with you to comfort and strengthen 
and guide you all throughout this year.

Rejoicing with you in a new year of God’s grace, 
Pastor Grimmer

Rev. Daniel 
Grimmer
LWML District  
Counselor

Only God knows

What is the purpose?
The Heart to Heart Sisters (H2H) 
district program is an intentional 
effort to welcome and encourage 
multicultural women to partic-
ipate in the life and work of the 
LWML.

Why is H2H a separate district 
program?  
Because women connected with 
LCMS multicultural ministries 
are often new to the LCMS. Along 
with possible language barriers, 
this isolates women from the rest 
of the church body and organiza-
tions such as LWML. Connecting 
with them requires an ongoing intentional effort.

Is the H2H program designed to enhance our evangelism efforts 
among multicultural communities?  
Not exactly. The H2H Sisters program is designed to connect, 
engage, invite and mentor multicultural women leaders who 
are already in LCMS multicultural congregations. As we 
support and strengthen them, they will be better equipped to 
evangelize multicultural communities in their areas.

Must multicultural women leaders, identified for the H2H Sisters 
program, speak English?  
They should have a working knowledge of English or work 
through a translator. They will be able to bridge the gap be-
tween the LWML and their congregations. It is my personal 
experience that some of the women speak English well and 
can share information about the LWML with the women of 
their congregation.

May a multicultural lady belong to an existing LWML group?  
Yes, of course! It would be great to be included into an exist-
ing LWML circle.

There is a need in today’s society to reach out to others with 
understanding and a helpful heart. The mission statement of 
the LWML states that we assist women in affirming her rela-
tionship with God, so that she can use her gifts in ministry to 
the people of the world. 

What we are saying is LWML women are impacting the 
world for Jesus Christ. We 
are making a difference! 
Reach out, take that first 
step to recognizing the 
multicultural women of 
the LCMS, then embrace 
her culture and support her 
in learning about how wonder-
ful the LWML is. Learn about 
her talents and let her know 
how she can enrich our 
district LWML.

Heart to Heart Sisters

Kay Nelson
Heart to Heart District 
Leader
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The Sioux Falls Zone Fall Rally was hosted by 
the LWML of Trinity Lutheran Church, near 
Hartford, on Oct. 6.

Mary Jarratt Smith led the ladies in a fun 
Bible study on Esther.  We learned how God 
is preparing each of us to do His work as we 
go along in our lives. There were 58 people 
attending, and our Mite donation was $484. 

The in-gathering activity was applying the 
LWML logo on 344 white dishtowels that 
were given to soup kitchens in our communi-
ties.  

Lisa Asmus, LWML district president talked 
us about “Taking It to the Streets” to spread 
the word about LMWL.

Emily Murray, a Young Woman Representa-
tive, gave a report of her time at 38the Bienni-
al Convention in June in Mobile, Ala. 

We ended with a delicious meal prepared by 
the Trinity ladies. 

Patty Peters • Sioux Falls Zone President

Sioux FallS 
Zone report

From left, LaRaye Rehfeldt (Trinity, Hartford, society president) Emily Lafrentz (Sioux 
Falls Zone mission services leader), Mary Jarratt Smith (Rally speaker) and Heather 
Miller display the towels that were marked with the LWML logo and distributed to 
soup kitchens across the zone.

It’s that time of year 
again. Zone and 
society secretaries, 
please send me 
your completed re-
ports. I look forward 
to collecting them 
from you by Feb. 1. 

You can find the forms under 
the “Helps” section at sdlwml.org. Click 
“LWML SD District Forms & Helps” — they 
are located at the bottom of the page. 
Please choose the Society or Zone report, 
fill it out and email it to me at miller-
he18@hotmail.com or mail it to Heather 
Miller; 1803 W. 10th Street; Sioux Falls, SD 
57104. 

I look forward to hearing from you! 

Heather Miller 
LWML District Secretary

Report time!

The Yankton Zone is preparing 
for our sisters and brothers 
of the LWML South Dakota 

District to come and “Set Your Eyes 
on Jesus!” at the 2020 LWML 
district convention. 

The convention will 
be held May 29-30 at 
St. John’s, Yankton.

The Yankton Zone and 
the convention committee 
are proposing perfect vision 
as we are “Looking to Jesus, 
the founder and perfecter of our 
faith” (Heb. 12:2a).

Once again, new mission 

grants will be chosen and new leaders 
will be elected. The convention will 
also feature speakers, Bible studies, a 
worship service, singing, in-gathering 

and other events. 

Also, it is a time of sharing 
our love for, and faith in, 

our Lord and Savior, 
Jesus Christ. 

Come join us as we 
look to Christ with 
20/20 vision.

Florence Powers
2020 LWML South 
Dakota District  

Convention chairman 

Looking forward to seeing 
you at 2020 convention!
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First Week: Pray for our 
Lutheran congrega-
tions, and that God will 
equip our pastors to 
boldly preach His 
Word.

Second Week: Pray 
for our brothers and 
sisters in Christ so we willingly serve our 
Lord.

Third Week: Pray for the Roe v. Wade 
Supreme Court decision to be overturned 
this year.

Fourth Week: Pray for the work of Luther-
ans For Life, that the Lord will provide us 
with the strength to encourage others in 
all stages of life.

Fifth Week: Pray for our nation’s leaders 
and for God’s guidance in their deci-
sion-making for the United States.

On Saturday, Feb. 8, John 
Stiegelmeier will make a presen-
tation during a public program 

at Peace, Brookings. Stiegelmeier is the 
head football coach at South Dakota 
State University in Brookings, and has a 
heart for life issues. 

Lutherans For Life of South Dakota, 
Inc. will serve a complimentary lunch at 
noon and the program will follow

Watch for more information at the 
Lutherans For Life of South Dakota 
website (lutheransforlifesd.org).

Football coach to present at Peace

2020 essay contest
The 2020 
Lutherans For 
Life of South 
Dakota, Inc., 
Essay Contest is 
for students in 
grades 6 through 
12. Any student 
in a Lutheran 
school is eligible.

Lutheran students may also enter 
through a home school, congregation, 
confirmation class or youth group when 
validated by the pastor or teacher.

Contest guidelines
Students will write a life-affirming 
essay based on the 2020 Lutherans For 
Life conference theme: “From Invisible 
to Indispensable...” and Bible verse: “On 
the contrary, the parts of the body that 
seem to be weaker are indispensable” (1 
Co. 12:22). Not incorporating the con-
ference verse in the essay will disqualify 
the entry.

Examples of topics the essay could 
deal with are, but not limited to, are 
abortion, the handicapped, adoption or 
foster care, infanticide, cloning, stem 
cell research, physician assisted suicide 
or euthanasia.

Essays should include the student’s 
name, grade (identify school or church) 
and email address. All entries submitted 
by a teacher or pastor should include 
their name and email address. This 
information should be submitted on the 
rubric page used in grading the essay. 

All sources for references, statistics and 
quotes should be incorporated within 
the essay and then included in a bibli-
ography at the end.

Students in grades 6-8 should submit 
essays up to 400 words. Students in 
grades 9-12 should submit essays up to 
750 words

Entries should be submitted in an 
Microsoft Word file to jjohns8@yahoo.
com by April 1.

There will be a $125 first-place award 
and a $75 second-place award for each 
division. The two first-place South 
Dakota winners will advance to the 
national contest. The grand prize for 
the national winning entry at each level 
is $250 and free registration to a 2020 
Regional Conference and one-night 
stay at the conference hotel.

All entries become the property of Lu-
therans For Life.

For questions or resources on the sanc-
tity of life, visit lutheransforlife.org. For 
more information on the contest, email 
jjohns8@yahoo.com.

January prayers: 
START OF A
NEW YEAR
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Dick Bremer, television play-by-play 
announcer for the Minnesota Twins  
since 1983, spoke at Mount Olive, 
Watertown, on Nov. 1. Bremer and 
Rev. Iver Possehl, Mount Olive 
pastor, have been friends since they 
were young. Bremer’s father, the late 
Rev. Clarence Bremer, was Pastor 
Possehl’s Godfather. 

About 80 people from the congre-
gation and community enjoyed a 
catered meal of burgers and brats. 

After the meal, Bremer spoke about 
how his faith has impacted his life 
and career, and especially how God 
has helped him to learn patience in 
the midst of some difficult times. 

He also shared events from his 
early years, including a story that 
involved his baseball and a stained 
glass window at a church in Du-
mont, Minn. 

After the presentation, Bremer held 
a question-and-answer session that 
sometimes made the audience smile 
— and sometimes think.

SHOW UP. CONFESS CHRIST. 
BE LUTHERAN.
JOIN US IN D.C. TO MARCH FOR LIFE

MARCH 
FOR LIFE

Jan. 24
lcms.org/march-for-life

Twins announcer visits Mount Olive

Dick Bremer told stories and 
answered questions.

From left, Rev. Iver Possehl, 
Bremer and Kristin Possehl.


